Nnited States Senate

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

June §, 2001

Daniel Smith, Esq.

Executive Director

Northeast Interstate Dairy Compact
64 Main Street, Room 21
Montpelier, VT 05602

Dear Dan:

We would like to request any information that you might be able to provide us that would
demonstrate that the Northeast Dairy Compact has been effective in slowing or halting the loss of farms in
the compact region. As you are aware, the most common argument that dairy compact opponents present
against the compact’s effectiveness is the contention that, since the Northeast Dairy Compact’s operation,
the loss of dairy farms in those states has continued unabated. As a result, any data or information that you
could provide that would refute such an argument would be useful to have.

It would also be useful to have letters of support from each state’s Commissioner of Agriculture.
Ideally, if all of the compact state’s commissioners were to write letters indicating the positive effects of the
dairy compact on protecting and maintaining farms, these documents could be used in future committee
hearings and in other reports as useful exhibits.

Please let us know if there is anything we can provide to help you with this task. Your time and
effort in helping to provide this information are very much appreciated. Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
— Mam._&&»g)
SENAT, 6 IA JJSNOWE SENATOR SUSAN M. COLLINS
United Ptates Senator United States Senator
cc: The Honorable Jay Healy The Honorable Leon Graves
251 Causeway Street 116 State Street Box 20

Boston, Massachusetts 02208

The Honorable Shirley Cole Ferris
765 Asylum Avenue
Hartford, Connecticut 06105

The Honorable Stephen Taylor
P.O. Box 2042
Concord, New Hampshire 03302

Montpelier, Vermont 05620

The Honorable Robert Spear
State House Station #28
Augusta, Maine 04333

The Honorable Kenneth Ayers
235 Promenade Street, Room 370
Providence, Rhode Island 02908



